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Tom DeBruin directs the chorus on the big stageeutige tent at Fort Monmouth.

Dogs and Englishmen Go Out in
the Noon Day Sun”. They were on
hand at the Saturday, July 17, Fort
Monmouth “Last Hoo-ah” celebra-
tion to entertain a small gathering
of similarly afflicted folks from the
community. In a day full of events,
including parades, food stands,
amusement rides, musical groups
and military demonstrations, every-
one persevered in the stifling heat
which reached a zenith of 95 de-

and blue knit shirts, with the excep-
tion of Allan Dean , who thought it
was already Tuesday night, the
chorus presented the picture of
cool crispness which was the envy
of all present in the audience. But
wait, as they mounted the risers,
there was no audience. At precisely
2:30 p.m , the official time it was
scheduled to begin its singing stint,
planes circling overhead dis-

patched their load of professional

. o i
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parachute jumpers and everyone was outside
craning their necks skyward to observe the prac-
ticed descent. This turned out to be a stroke of
good fortune, because, during this interval, the
ever alert Jim Weythman somehow gathered
the electrical fans on stage behind the risers and
positioned and redirected their air streams stra-
tegically on the singers. It was, indeed, a life
saver and immeasurably helped everyone get
through the very lengthy program. Poor Director
Tom De Bruin received little of the air which
played off the singers and was reduced to look-
ing like he had just emerged from a dunking in
the river as he energetically led the chorus
through the program. It was all in a good cause
and the select audience showed their apprecia-
tion with enthusiastic applause.” The chorus has

Seeing that the “VIP Tent” was empty, and assumnihsgg it
must be for them, chorus members claimed it &maups.

already sung at three Fort farewells, let's hope
that the next “Last Hoo-ah” if there is one, is held
in the Spring or Fall. 7

By Chris Papa

ow! At precisely 6:00 p.m., the designated
time, 30 uniformly uniformed members of the
Chorus of the Atlantic assembled at the entrance
flagpoles to First Energy Ball Park in Lakewood.
As the Western sun finished another scorching

The chorus experiences the horrors of “The Tunnel.”
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day during the Jersey Shore heat wave, the men
had turned out with a good sized contingent of
friends and family, wives, children and grandchil-
dren, all to take part in the great American pas-
time.

First the singers
were escorted through
the entrance gates
and then down into the
catacomb-like tunnel
behind the visiting
team’s dugout.
Cramped into its nar-
row confines for vocal
warm up and position-
ing, the claustrophobic
experience was some-
thing akin to undergo-
ing an MRI. Of course,
there was the added
anxiety from the risk of
being trampled on by
the players from the

Photos by Nicole Hymowitz Sttory continued on Page 3
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visiting team as they hus-
tled down the limited space
with sharp metal spikes
clanking on the concrete.
After that, it was all uphill,
as the group made its way
to the airy field and was
arrayed in front of home
plate to deliver the National
Anthem and start the ball
game.

Although the chorus
was generally seated in
the same section, the indi-
vidual seat assignments
separated the men. A few

Roseanne Silverstein takes it all in Reter Thorneand Tom

Page “enjoy” the game andKirk Thomson tries to get the

attention of the guy selling beer.

did try to harmonize as quartets in between
innings, only to be drowned out by the noisy fill-in
music which blared from the loud speakers. All
availed themselves of food and refreshments,
including the free hot dogs, soda and chips that
came along with the ticket holding senior citizens.
The game, alas, was a disaster for the
home team as the Charlotte Mud Dogs de-
clawed the Lakewood nine with a hitting bar-
rage that netted them a 7-4 win. As Bob Artale
sagely commented at the conclusion of the
event, “As usual, we were the highlight of the
evening!”. Many of the singers were sure of this
as they mingled with the other folks in the
crowd who approached them and personally
congratulated them for a job well done! &

By Chris Papa

he Greek historian Herodotus is the source of the 24. It was a daunting task, since the day was the

oft quoted inscription on New York's famous post
office, “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloof o
night stays these couriers from the swift comptetio
of their appointed rounds." So it was fitting that
Chapter Presideritlike Silverstein was on hand to

hottest of the year, with the heat index hovering
somewhere near 100. The singers, however, were
well prepared; slathered with sunscreen, sporting a
variety of head covers, shades, and well provisione
with a cooler chock full of iced water, courtesytioé

lead a band of 18 hearty, some thought fool hardy, ever thoughtfulon Greene.

members of the chorus to participate in the celebra
tion of the Monmouth County Fair on Saturday, July
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The singers successfully fulfilled their mis-
sion, flitting from shady spot to shady spot arapst
Story continues on Page 4
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ping wherever there might be a few listeners
available throughout the sparsely attended event.
One notable, very nice woman followed the troop
applauding their performances. “Laura” received her
personal “Honey Li'l Liz” tribute when everyone
recognized that we had a “groupie.” Actually, she
was there to see newest member of the ch&asg,

Above: The chorus serenades Abigail from the deep shade
Left: Herb Van NoteandJim “Indiana Jones” Weythman
keep cool (while making mysterious hand signals).

Below. Chorus members sport their own unique headwear.

Photos by Nicole Hymowitz

Richtmeyer, strut his stuff.
With sufficient breaks and lots of fluids, the
chorus managed to entertain a goodly number of
folks during their 1:00-4:00 p.m. stint. Those that
listened were appreciative and generous with their
applause, and there was no doubt that “God Bless
America” seemed to attract and please the most
patrons.
Whatever the pre-arranged reimbursement,
there should have been bonus hardship pay for the
good work turned in under very trying circumstanc-
es. If not that, at least an extra laundry alloveanc
was due, because unlike the previous Saturdaygutin drenched hats. Like a band of seasoned veterdns, al
at Ft. Monmouth, where only Directdom De Bruin was endured in good spirits and the men finished th
looked like he had been dunked in the river, atid&a  day with a newly strengthened feeling of solid cama
ended up with thoroughly wetted uniforms and raderie.J

By Chris Papa
particularly incisive and very accurate piece of reporting appeared in Tony Senk’s
article “Colts Neck 41st Annual Memorial Day Parade: A Unique Slice of Small-Town
Americana” in the July 2010 issue of The Colts Neck Journal. The comment described the appearance
of a quartet comprised of Herb Van Note , tenor, Chris Papa , lead, Jon Greene , bass and Ray Volz,
baritone.
“After the talented members of the Red Bank Chapter of the “Chorus of the Atlantic” sang- in
barbershop style- a stirring rendition of “God Bless America”, approximately 50 of the town’s honored
veterans were each presented a plague of appreciation.”

It's nice to be appreciated!
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Editor's Note:

Tony Spatarella was a particularly beloved member of the Chorus and his too early pass-

ing will be deeply felt by our members. | could think of no better tribute than to republish this autobiography he

wrote in 2006.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY — TONY SPATARELLA

orn Anthony John Spatarella, on Jan. 14,
1947, in South Norfolk (now Chesapeake), Vir-
ginia, | was a brilliant child, since | made sure my
Dad stayed in Virginia during the “Blizzard of
‘47". Salvatore Spatarella & Martha Gates mar-
ried when he returned from Europe after “VE-
Day” and was immediately dispatched to the
Pacific and finally returned after the Japanese
surrender.

Believe it or not, my maternal Grandfather
— Thomas Jefferson Gates — was born in 1856
and remembered running from Sherman’s bom-
bardment of Richmond, VA at 6-years old. The
Gates side of the family goes back to Sir Thomas
Gates, first Governor of Virginia and Bermuda
(see “Gates Fort” next time you visit Hamilton or
St. George). The Spatarella side of the family
begins in about 1918 when my Grandfather —
Antonio Spatarella - a baker by trade, arrived in
America married Stella Denti, and had 9 children
before he knew it! It took a lot of Italian Bread to
raise that family!

After my brother Tom was born in mid-
1948, my Dad had enough “Southern Hospitality”
and moved back to New York. We lived on
Mulberry & Broome Sts. in “Little Italy” from then
thru 1960. Being raised in Manhattan gave us all
“street-smarts” & during the 1950’s, kids were as
safe on the streets and subways as they were at
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home. We never even had a lock on the apart-
ment door until | was about 10 years old! |
attended St. Patrick’'s School on Mott & Prince
Sts. & then went on to Cardinal Hayes HS (in
what is now called “Fort Apache”) the Bronx,
near Yankee Stadium. It was great when we
could run across the Franz Siegel Park after
school and catch the last few innings of the
Yankee games for 50-cents for a bleacher seat.
After High School, | decided I'd had

enough schooling and went to work for an
Import/Export Broker in 1964. During that time, |
attended ECPI Com-
puter School and you
would be amazed at
the size of the rooms
they need for the com-
puters and printers and
punch-card readers
that did the work of a
Commodore '64. In '66
| was drafted; however,
due to a knee injury, |
spent the next 2-years
with the 5" BN, 6™ In-
fantry-1st Armored Div.
in HQ Communications
at Fort Hood, Texas. | loved Texas & Texans &
almost stayed there after my discharge; howev-
er, there is no city quite like New York & | re-
turned in 1968. | went back to the Int'nl Trade
business as a broker, met my wife shortly there-
after and we married in 1971.

My first son, Anthony, was born in 1972
and a year later | left the brokerage and joined a
Japanese multinational company. In 1975, my
2"d son, Michael was born, and that same year,
| decided that | had to further my education. |
attended N.Y. Institute of Technology to obtain
an Associates' Degree in Business & Manage-
ment.

Working for the Japanese for the next 30
years was definitely a trip and | visited Japan for

Continued on Page 6
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the first time in 1986. After that, | would visit
every other year for about a month & with the
turnover in Japanese staff every 2-5 years, it felt
like 1 was visiting my
second home when |
made these trips. In
2003, after being an
Int'nl Trade Consultant
for 20 years and dealing
with government bu-
reaucrats, lawyers and
watching many things
change both here and in
Japan and the Far East
in general, | decided to
retire at age 57 for
health reasons.
| lived a good life and my youngest son,
Michael, married in 2002, has a (almost) 3-year-

old son, who (of course) is the “apple of his

Grandfathers eye.”

Working part-time as a real estate agent and
singing with the Cho-
rus of the Atlantic
brings me more hap-
piness and satisfac-
tion than | have had in
many years. Singing
with you guys and,
hopefully, boning up
on my guitar playing
over the next few
months (after my fam-
ily) are the most im-
portant things to me
and | will continue to

pursue my singing until | get “good” at it.

“Sayonara” for now. J

“Don’t Blame Me”

By Chris Papa

his chorus repertory favorite, which our Direc-
tor almost believes to be a Barberpolecat num-
ber, was published in 1933 by the
successful song writing team of
Jimmy McHugh and Dorothy
Fields. (Photo)

McHugh, the composer,

had a long road to climb, starting
as a rehearsal pianist for the Bos-
ton Opera Company and later as
a pianist/song plugger for Irving
Berlin’s publishing company. First
working with a variety of Broad-
way lyricists, his success really
took off after he established a
working relationship with Dorothy
Fields. Born in New Jersey, the
daughter of a Polish immigrant,
who later became a vaudeville comedian, she
went on to work with almost all of the famous
Broadway composers including, Jerome Kern
and collaborated with Irving Berlin and Cole
Porter. She wrote over 400 songs and is a mem-
ber of the Songwriters Hall of Fame.
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The works of the McHugh-Fields include
the immediately recognizable hit songs: “I Can’t
Give You Anything But Love”,
“On the Sunny Side of the
Street” and “I'm in the Mood For
Love”.

“‘Don’'t Blame Me” has
been recorded by many famous
artists, including Rudy Vallee,
Ethel Waters and Kate Smith.
Wikipedia also notes that:.” Bos-
ton Commons won the Interna-
tional Barbershop Competition
with this as one of four songs in
1982.”

Interestingly, | tried desperately

to obtain a photo of the sheet

music or album cover of “Don’t
Blame Me”, but found the search engine
swamped with T shirts and logos, sporting politi-
cal opposition to some elected official. So in-
stead of the usual pictorial text dressing, settled
for the Fields-McHugh picture. 7
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Barbershop Music Appreciation Day

Editors NoteWhile the computer facile members of the Chorusevednle to appreciate Allan’s excellent article oaliit
is reprinted, with his permission, for the deladtabf all our readers.

Written byAllan Dean Tuesday, 13 July 2010 09:43

RED BANK, NJ - Flat hats, striped vests and handle- of their organization. This organization boastsrove
bar mustaches worn by four men standing under a300 choruses, and 15,000 singers. The style has com
lamp-post crooning tunes in harmony conjures up ana long way. The hit NBC television show, "Sing'Off
image of Americana that is the Barbershop Quartet. featured a female quartet called Maxx Factor sigpgin
Popularized in modern culture by “The Music Man” "Dancing Queen" among other songs during their
(Buffalo Bills Quartet) reprised in community the- many appearances in the quest for the number one

aters across the country.
Barbershop music
has its roots in African-
American spirituals and
European folk music. At
the turn of the 20th centu-
ry, before radio, was sheet
music and the parlor pia-
no. Folks would gather
around and sing the latest
tunes of the day. The mel-
ody was sung and some-
one would harmonize by

spot.

The men's orga-
nization,
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.
changed its name to the
Barbershop Harmony
Society in  2005.With
more than 30,000 mem-
bers and 840 choruses
in North America - it is
the largest male singing
group in the world -
with 16 chapters in New

adding another note - thuffalo Bills Barbershop Quartet sings in The Mudan. Jersey alone. Each year,

tenor voice, usually a third step above the melody. Sweet Adelines International and the Barbershop
Another voice would add the bottom or bass note. Harmony Society hold separate conventions and con-
When a fourth note was added, the baritone, thedcho tests to crown the best chorus and quartet in their
that was created resounded with overtones - a fifth organizations. Included are affiliate organizations
note in the chord could be heard though no one wasaround the world, like the Society of Nordic Barber
singing it. Thus was barbershop harmony born. shop Singers (SNOBS), British Association of Bar-
On April 11, 1938, Owen C. Cash and Rupert bershop Singers (BABS), Australian Association of
Hall invited 26 men to the Roof Garden of the Tulsa Men's Barbershop Singers (AAMBS), Barbershop in
Club for a songfest. Soon after, Cash, the evdtycra Germany (BinG!) and others. This year, a New Jersey
PR man, sent a wire to the newspapers around thechorus made it to the top 10 in the chorus competi-
country informing them of the formation of the Soci tion. Brothers in Harmonyf Hamilton Square came
ety for the Preservation and Encouragement of Bar-in 9th place at the International Contest held Ryly

bershop Quartet Singing in  America - 2010 in Philadelphia.
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.Aa spoof on the many federal pro- Barbershop quartets have a unique style fea-
grams with acronyms under FDR. turing upbeat tunes with characteristic harmorhes t

Soon a network of chapters sprouted up you're sure to be humming the rest of the day. &hes
around the country with conventions and contests.Th songs may not occupy a spot on the radio diatHaut
wives of these men, seeing the fun and camaraodierie doesn't mean you can't take a day to appreciase the
their husbands, decided they wanted in. Edna Maetunes and the talented musicians who create them on
Anderson of Tulsa, Oklahoma invited some women your own. So use Barbershop Music Appreciation
to her home to sing on July 13, 1945. On that eve- Day as an excuse to expand the musical repertoire o
ning, the "Sweet Adelines” were born. The grouerlat  your mp3 player, and your own musical knowledge.
becameSweet Adelines International. Download a few songs and take a day to appreciate

Barbershop Music Appreciation Day was cre- the folks who keep this instantly recognizable estyl
ated in 2005 by Sweet Adelines International. [swa alive. 3
started to mark the 60th anniversary of the fougdin
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Editorial

By Chris Papa

he Summer is on us, bringing a rush of hot air which mainly derives from the usual
activities of Mother Nature. It is, however, abetted by the oppressive hot air gener-
ated by political candidates who are feverishly pitching their questionable attributes
to the public in anticipation of the November time of decision at the voting booths.

While the Chorus of the Atlantic also has important upcoming elections, there is no urgent
campaigning ever evident for positions on the Executive Board which is responsible for governing the
group’s activities. Instead, one might only hear the scampering of hurried footsteps of potential
candidates, seeking urgently to escape the pleas and arm twisting of members of the nominating
committee. This is the deplorable scene which replays itself every year.

It should not be this way, because there are a plethora of worthwhile fellows who have all the
needed talents to serve on the Executive Board. There are the gentlemen with quick, active minds, still
working daily in various avenues of employment, earning their livings, supporting a family, all full of
energy and good health. They will tell you that they simply don’t have the time to devote to helping the
chorus.

Another sizeable group are represented by tired retirees, many who may or may not be battling
personal health problems. Most have served as chapter officers in the past, and despite their horde of
experience and wisdom, adopt the attitude of “Been there, done that, leave it to the young guys.”
Finally, there are the very new members who will necessarily be a source of unfettered fresh ideas and
energy. They are the innocents who usually are shanghaied by the nominating committee, if the chorus
is lucky. Otherwise, they complain they are too busy trying to learn the chorus repertory to get involved
in additional time consuming activities.

To all members, no matter to which group you belong, please consider the following. You would
not be a member of the chorus were you not getting something out of the association. It is the joy of
harmonizing, fellowship and fun, all of which are quite good for you personally. Helping to preserve and
better such an environment is a small price and responsibility. So please, consider what chapter service
means to you and your companions when asked if you will consent to take on the role of a chapter
officer. It is a solemn trust and obligation and should be thought of as a unique opportunity to contribute
to your personal happiness, as well as many others.

“Now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of their country!” may be a typing exercise,
but it bears a cogent message. The Chorus of the Atlantic needs good men. It needs you! &

Members' Birthdays Anniversaries

Bob Artale Ellie & Harold Arm
Tom Cameron \ ‘ Louise & Tom DeBruin
Dave Murch — Bonnie & Carl Ryder

Carl Stainagle
Ed Wengrowski
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W Roseanne & Mike Silverstein
E Nancy & Peter Thorne
Mary Jane & Jim Weythman

Spouses’ Birthdays

Nancy Thorne
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Excerpts from the Minutes of the July 19, 2010 Meet ing

Present. Allan Dean, Andy Ferreira, Jon Greene, Bruce H anson,
Jim Hawthorne, Mike Silverstein, Ed Smith, Herb Van Note.
Absent: Peter Thorne, Jim Weythman.

The Chapter has 54 members in good standing.

The June financial report was accepted by the Board. At June 30, 2010 the Operating Fund balance
of $22,471 was up 27% ($4,760) compared to June 30, 2009.

The Board approved a budget revision increasing the planned contributions to the Harmony Founda-
tion and MAD Endowment Fund by $250 each. Thus total 2010 contributions will be $750 for each
organization.

Armando Orsini has agreed to perform the annual audit.

We will keep “Row Row Row” and “Sentimental Journey” for 2011 competition. Marty Israel is ex-
pected to coach us with a focus on unit sound in each section.

Rehearsals will include “How-Deep,” “Danny Boy”, “Don’t Blame Me”, and “By the Beautiful Sea” into
our weekly rehearsal schedule.

“I'll Be Home For Christmas” is to be a chorus song for the holiday season. Consideration will be
given to having a quartet sing the introductions to “White Christmas” and “Let it Snow”.

Andy Ferreira requested Board approval for a “River Boat Tour” (out of Toms River) to be held on
Friday, 9/24/2010, from 7:30pm to 10:30pm. Cost is $46 per person but the Board agreed to charge
each member $35 and each member guest $35. The $11 per person difference will be absorbed by
the social fund. A $500 deposit was approved.

The Installation Dinner is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 11/6/2010, at The Branches .Final ar-
rangements will be handled by Tom De Bruin.

# $% &
August September
3 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 2 — Matinee ldles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
5 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m. 7 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
9 — Matinee Idles, Keyport Seniors, 9 — Matinee ldles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.,R/W/B 11 — Chorus , Red Bank Elks 9/11 Memorial
10 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 14 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
12 — Matinee ldles , Regal Pointe, 16 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m., R/W/B 20 — Board of Directors Meeting
16 — Board of Directors Meeting Host — Herb Van Note
Host — Pete Thorne 21 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
17 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 23 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
19 — Matinee Idles , Leisure Chateau, 24 -- River Cruise, 7:30 p.m. Toms River
1:30 p.m., R/W/B 26 — Chorus, Longstreet Farm, Holmdel,
24 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 1:00 p.m.
26 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m. 28 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
31 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 30 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
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MUSIC Dir€CtOr......ccovuviiieeiiiiieeee e, Tom DeBruin

Associate Music Director............cc......... Craig J. Page

MaNAGET ....ccoviiieieieee e Dave Murch
Matinee ldles

D1 (=Tt (o] PRSPPI Ray Volz

President.........cocceviviinieiiiiiieceee s 1D@ahalane

MaNAGET.........ciiiriiiee e e PWilderotter
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME !
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Chapter Officers

President........ccccevvieeiiiiccnieceen Mikéw@rstein
VP Music & Performance.................... Bruce Hanson
VP Programs........cccceeveeeiicivereeeesssiinenens Andy Fara
VP YIH (o Allan Dean
VP Chapter Development................uvveens Jon Greene
VP Marketing & Publicity ..................... Peter Thorne
TrEASUIEr .oeeeeeei e Jinawthorne
SECIetary. ..o Ed Smith

Members at Large.....Herb Van Note, Jim Weythman

Project Managers

Historian .........ccooeeeeiiieieeeie e Bob Artale
Librarian ........ocoeevveeeiiiiiieeee s Ed Smith
UNIfOrMS...vveveiiiiieieiiiiveeeeevevreeeevvvveeeeanens Heérhn Note
Harmony Foundation....................... Ed Wengrowski
Sunshine Chairman............................ Herb Van Note
50-50 AssoC............... Ed Wengrowski, Carl Stainagle
Webmaster......oovvveeeeiiieieeeieeeeeeececeeeeeiiias Danhatane
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