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By Bruce Hanson

Dear Mom and Dad,

| don’t write often, but | just had the greatest
experience here at Harmony College, and | wanted to
share it with you—and to thank you for paying my
tuition and encouraging me to go.

What a blast! And would you believe it's also
been educational? For me, it started on Friday
morning with quartet coaching Three coaches
worked with our quartet, Boys Night Out, and another
guartet, That's It, right in our dorm suite. At first it
was kind of intimidating being surrounded by all that
talent. But the coaches had a way of being kind,
diplomatic and also forthright.

Our first coach was Hal Kraft from the
Keystone Capital Chorus. He quickly diagnosed and
“fixed” some important vocalization issues and then
made some suggestions for tempo changes. Our
second coach, John Ward , sings lead in the quartet
Bigtime and is a certified singing judge. He had us
figuring out what story we were trying to tell, and how
to tell it in the most entertaining fashion. Our third
coach, John Santora, is a contest
administrator and newer to the
coaching game and focused on a
number of vocalization
improvements.

Other guys in the chorus
spent the day in various classes,
and they came back with lots of
good things to say about them.

The payback for coaching
was that we had to perform one =

promising youth quartets, both male and female and
a very good chorus, the Hunterdon Harmonizers,
made up mostly of geezers like us, but lots more of
them.

The show was over by 10:00 and that left the
rest of the night to party in the “quad” next to the
quartet dorms. Some of us are better at this than
others, and can do it just about all night. We all know
who they are, and they don’t include me.

Saturday was our Chorus coaching day.
There were 21 of us altogether, counting our Director,
Tom DeBruin , and Associate Director, Craig Page .
Our first coach was Patty Leveille who previosly
directed several choruses and has been coaching for
many years, specializing in presentation and vocal
production. We started off with several posture

(Boogie Hips!), breathing and vocalization exercises
(“smiling cheeks”), and moved on to activities to help
us emote through our facial expression. Apparently,
several of us are “Mr. Deadpan” — myself included.
I'm still

working to overcome that reserved
Midwestern upbringing. The three
hours with Patty flew by, and we
went well overtime without even
| noticing.

Our second coach was the
| same Hal Kraft who helped Boys
Night Out so much on Friday.
" Craig, had us sing “Sentimental
Journey”, and Hal suggested we
slow it down and get that bluesy
“backbeat” feeling,” which

song in Friday night's program. NO, its notTony Milillo demonstatindemphasizes the second and fourth

So, even though we

were an ltalian hand gestute, i@oach John peats of each measure. By the time

exhausted, and our heads were Ward showing Tony a technique fqfe and Craig were finished, most of
swimming with new ideas, we still K€€ping his voice forward whildllan s haq found our “inner blues guy.”

had to prepare for the show before D€ankibitzes.

heading off to dinner.

Oh, did | mention that the food here is great?
There’s plenty of it and a lot of variety. It's strictly up
to us whether we eat “healthy” or “happy,” or some of
both. But, you'd better not be late, because they shut
the cafeteria doors at exactly the time they say they
will.

Our quartet did OK in the show, and we got a
lot of compliments later. We performed early enough
that we were able to get back out into the audience
and enjoy the other performance including several
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In answer to our prayers, our

final coach of the day was a

presentation coach and certified presentation judge
for 21 years, Jim Coates , sent from heaven to work
with us on “Row Row Row”, and to help us
understand the “ups and downs” of choreography.
He had us perform the song a couple of times with the
moves, and once without, and observed how much
the moves affected our singing—and how costly this
would be in competition. He suggested that we
“re-choreograph” the song together, and worked with
us to choose what to keep (the “float”) and what to
Continued on page 3
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Letter - Continued from paae
eliminate or change (the big sideways rows). By the

time we finished, we had a presentation plan, and
one we felt good about.

We ended the afternoon with a quick run-
through of our songs for the evening show, “Can You
Feel the Love?,” and “Sentimental Journey.” Then
we were off for dinner and a quick change into our
Class C outfits for the show. We were the third group
on stage in the show, and did a nice job on both
songs, with Associate Director Craig taking the
spotlight on “Sentimental Journey”. The Chorus of
the Atlantic was able to leave the stage with heads
held high.

Back out in the audience, we enjoyed some
top-notch performances from several district quartets
headed to Anaheim for the international competition.
‘Round Midnight, Crunch Time, Full Tilt, and the
handicappers’ favorite, Old School, were all great, but
the prize for most entertaining went to Bigtime. Their
lead, John Ward had told Boys’ Night Out on Friday

that their goal
was to get a

standing
ovation from
every
performance,
and that they
would do
ANYTHING to
get it! And
they did.
The Presentation coach and judden
night ended Coatestalks "moves" with the chorus.

with more
songs and suds ‘til the wee hours, with many of our
guys out until after 4 am—a big finish to a great,
productive, and exhilarating weekend.

So, Mom and Dad, can | go back next year?
5

Extra Valentine Fun

Imost all of our singing valentine deliveries are
special. Every once in a while, an experience occurs
that is just a little more extraordinary. The crew of
Bob Peterson, Bert Ryan, Jon Greene, Allan
Dean and Chris Papa were party
to one of those special events on

did sing to the very surprised and overjoyed
pregnant lady. Tom then took us back down to the
receptionist and was obviously trying hard to scare
up a larger audience for the next performance. We
sang to this pretty lady, who couldn’t leave her

station, so the men obliged by

Friday the 13t of February. One
of the top executives of the DLB
Associates firm in Eatontown had
arranged for the men to sing
valentines to two ladies who
worked in the office. We knew that
both were pregnant, and that was
about all. The purchaser set up
everything for the surprise and
said he would come and meet us
in the parking lot and escort us into
the building. He greeted us with a
sad face and explained that one of
the ladies wasn’t there that afternoon. He saw we
were a little disappointed, | think, so he quickly
introduced himself. He was Tom Davidson, and he
had once been a Barbershopper, in the Somerville
chapter, but hadn’t sung in the past seven years. He
said, “Look you sing for the one pregnant lady, and
then deliver the other valentine to our receptionist.”
We made our way through the maze of offices and
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moving around the counter to take
the photos. (See left). When the
guartet  finished, Chris, the
cameraman, stayed and talked to
the lady, who wanted to know if a
guy named *“Jeff” sang in our
chorus. It turns out that she is
Ralph Jeffers’ next door neighbor.
Then cheeky Chris literally grabbed
Tom by his arm and insisted that he
perform with the Barbershoppers.
After some persuasion, he agreed
and corralled even more people
and headed for the boss’ office
where, as a sextet, with Tom singing bass, “My Wild
Irish Rose” and ‘Sweet, Sweet Roses of Morn” was
beautifully rendered for the large admiring audience.
Tom was so happy, that, on top of the two Valentines
he had purchased, he even threw in a $20 tip. In
exchange, he was showered with chorus business
cards and entreated to come join us in song.
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Aura Lee

By Chris Papa

ever let it be said that Barbershoppers

are quick to discard old favorites. This enduring
song dates back to our Civil War days, more than
150 years ago, and is still in the current repertory
of the Matinee lIdles. It was the product of W.W.
Fosdick (words) and George R. Poulton,
composer, two men who seem to be lost in the rich
Google data base. The title published in 1861 was
“Aura Lea” (see photo), but it somehow took on the
surname of that famous Confederate general. The
song’s original popularity was shared by both Blue
and Gray opponents and, over the years, has been
the source of many derivatives. Today, the best
known redone working has been Elvis Presley’s
version, “Love Me Tender”.

Wikipedia also has the following
information: “A later Presley recording for the film
The Trouble with Girls entitled "Violet” (Flower of
N.Y.U.) also used the melody of "Aura Lee".

There is also a marching band version of
"Aura Lee" called "Army Blue."

Aura Lee was memorably sung by Frances
Farmer and a male chorus in 1936's Come and
Get It (film), based on Edna Ferber's novel.

The television comedy F Troop used a
variation of the song to welcome saloon singer
Laura Lee in the episode "She's Only a Build in a
Girdled Cage."

The tune was also used in Trading Places,

with different lyrics, when Louis Winthorp's
fraternity brothers serenade his fiancee, Penelope.

Members' Birthdays

Spouse's Birthdays

Allan Sherman topicalized the song with
this polio-based version: Every time you take
vaccine, take it Aura Lee (pun on "orally") As you
know the other way is more painfully!"

If that wasn’t enough, you should also be
aware that there was an amateur ice hockey club
in existence from 1916-26 titled the Toronto Aura
Lee Hockey Club, which boasted many
championship teams. Talk about popularity! J

Anniversaries

Tom DeBruin
Jon Greene

Jeanne Dames
Louise DeBruin
Elizabeth Orsini

Peggy & Jon Greene
Peggy & Bob Peterson
Anne & Corky Prout

Marge Smith
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Part Il (Continued from June Issue)

By Charlie Rein

he Army saw leadership qualities in Jim

and sent him off to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, where
he was molded into an artillery officer. He
spent the next two years writing speeches for
his brigade commander and teaching
computer classes in an officer career course
until he was honorably discharged in 1969.

Jim decided to return to school, taking
night courses at Newark College of
Engineering (now NJIT) and working
programming jobs in daytime. This time
he graduated and was offered a job with
Bell Labs. They sent him to Rutgers University
where in 1973 he received a Masters Degree in
Computer Science. Jim remained with Bell Labs
until 1996. He and three partners then founded a
software company, IntegraSolv, where Jim is now
the president (and bookkeeper, janitor, etc.). They
build and sell software “dashboards” that monitor
other “important” software.

There are two stories that Jim enjoys
recounting and we find worth repeating. In Jim’s
last year of performing with the circus group, a

$ %

main attraction at the Seattle World’'s
Fair of 1962 was the European Circus
Berlin. When they had a week off in
the middle of their run, Jim’s group
was invited to take their place for the
honors, which was very proud
moment for the talented amateur
group.

The other event that can make all
ex-service men proud was Jim's first
command as an artillery officer. The Ft.
Sill officers were celebrating Saint

Barbara’s day, a notably frigid December 17, with
dinner and drinks at the officer's club. (She is the
patron saint of the artillery — really, google it.) Jim was
given command of a searchlight battery. Searchlights
were positioned in the foothills around Ft. Sill. When
the lights were illuminated (on Jim’s command, “Flick,
over,”) the light beams intersected over the officer’s
club to form crossed cannons, the emblem of the
artillery corps. Unfortunately, the only people to
witness the spectacle were the half-dozen, half-frozen
men of the searchlight battery and the post guards.
The officers and guests inside the club were busy
“‘enjoying” themselves. J

& %

Don’'t Know Your Boom from a Yardarm

By Ralph Jeffers

fter the invasion and capture of Guadalcanal,
the U.S.S. Curtiss was off for another unknown
destination. The ship anchored in the waters of
Nouméa, New Caledonia in the South Pacific
where it serviced the PBY seaplane squadrons.

All of the aircraft were secured to buoys in the
water and were accessed by whale boats manned
by three crew members. They took the plane
personnel, equipment, fueling, armaments, etc,
back and forth from the Curtiss to the aircratft.
When required, the huge cranes mounted on the
ship helped lift out any aircraft for repairs or
maintenance. The whale boats, when not in use,
were tied up to the Curtiss by huge boat booms
(photo left) extending from both sides of the ship.
Crews descended and ascended by Jacob
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Ladders, made of rope and
wooden rungs.

One day | was standing the
quarter deck watch as
messenger. The Officer of
the Day was a "90 Day
Wonder" - so called for his
inexperience, and being
commissioned as an officer
upon  graduating  from
college. A whale boat pulled
up alongside of the working

Above Right: Yardarms hung
crosswise on a ship's mast. (We cannot tell if th&alph

standing up there.) Continued on page 5
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Proudly - Continued from page 5

gangway to discharge a flight crew. The officer
picked up his megaphone and called down to the
coxswain in the boat to make fast to the "yardarm"
instead of the boat boom. Now, the yardarm on a
sailing ship, or a naval vessel, is a spar hung
crosswise on the highest mast of the ship. The
coxswain said, "Aye aye, Sir" and shoved off. As
he did so he passed the boat boom, and, instead
of tying up, began to circle the ship in the whale
boat. The young officer observed what was
occurring and again picked up his megaphone and

Big Dave tells them what it's about,
The audience loves him no doubt,
When out on the field,

You had better yield,
Whenever Dave bellows “Yer out!”

yelled to the coxswain,
"Coxswain, | told you to
make the yardarm!" The
coxswain shouted back,
"I am, sir. I'm getting up
flying speed."

Right: An example of a boat
boom with ships' boats tied up.

Corky's verse 'bout calling runners out;
When | did there was never a doubt.
But the emceeing job

Designed to please the mob,

Can never have quite the same clout.

Editorial

By Chris Papa

was all set to pen my
annual reminder that not all chorus
members “carry their part”. The same few
members seem to do most of everything, from
chapter service, to sales of show tickets and
program ads. The majority of the “Fun Chorus”
guys seem too busy having fun to do any of the
heavy lifting. Then, | received the June issue of the
Ocean Sound. It was a magnificent twelve page
production, all of which was needed to simply
report on the wonderful activities of our colleagues
in the neighboring county to the South. It made all
my intended reproaches seem pitifully
superfluous.
| would direct all who have not done so, to
simply read the June issue of the Ocean Sound.
You will marvel at all that can be done with a group
of men, and women, many who were recent
members of our own chapter, who not only set
goals, but pull together to achieve them. Despite
the fact that the chorus had recently lost their
director, they bravely went out and did the best of
all the small choruses in our Division. | wish them
continued success at the District competition and
hope they earn a well deserved trip to the top.
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Their recent show success was also
something to crow about. They performed in a
much larger venue and had a crowd estimated at
three times the size we drew with our Spring
performance. The newsletter also chronicles what
seem to be truly innovative public relations efforts
and a plethora of community appearances.
Perhaps their success is based on the experience
of some of the fellows who were in our chorus
where they learned what not to do and resolved to
do much more with their new chapter.

Is there any reason to believe that we
cannot emulate the successes of our friends? |
would urge all our members to think about that
simple question. If your answer is “Yes, we also
should be able to do it!”, then pitch in and make
such a reasonable goal become a reality. When
more of us participate and share the burden, it
becomes a more manageable effort that is likely to
bring success and satisfaction for all.

Finally, | would like to sincerely congratulate
my old Associate Editor and dear friend, Larry
McGrath , for the first rate newsletter he publishes.
It is a fitting work which reflects the pride and
accomplishments of his chapter.
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July
2 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.

7 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.

9 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.

14 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.

16 — Matinee Idles, Pleasant Valley Day Care,
Holmdel, 1:00 p.m., uniform red & black

20 — Board of Directors Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Ed Smith, host

21 — Chorus, Interchapter meeting
Freehold, 7:30 p.m.

23 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.

28 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.

Auqgust
4 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.

6 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.
11 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
12 - Matinee Idles , The Willows, Holmdel, 1:30
p.m., Uniform: RWB
13 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.
17 — Board of Directors Meeting
Jon Greene, host.
18 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
21 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.
25 - Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
28 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.

30 - Matinee Idles, rehearsal 1:00 p.m.

* %
Excerpts from the Minutes of the June 15, 2009 Meet ing

Present: Herb Van Note, Jon Greene, Bruce Hanson, Ed Smith,
Andy Ferreira, Jim Hawthorne, Jim Weythman, Mike Si

Absent: Allan Dean

Guests: Dave Murch, Charlie Rein

Iverstein

The Chapter has 52 members in good standing.

Mike Silverstein appointed Jon Greene Chairman of the Nomination Committee. Jon Greene will
recruit two additional members and provide a status report at the July Board meeting.

The financial reports for the five months ended May 31, 2009 were accepted by the Board. At May 31,
2009 the balance of the Operating Fund was $18,098, a decrease of $204 from the balance at January
1, 20009.

The Board approved the appointment of Craig Page as Associate Director. A general discussion took
place concerning reimbursable expenses. (E.g. society dues, Harmony College tuition, etc.)

As a result of a discussion of advertising opportunities, Jim Weythman will: [1] Input Chapter
information in Asbury Park Press Community Calendar and [2] look into radio advertising in
Monmouth County.

Charlie Rein attended the meeting and presented his thoughts on a “Frank & Ernest Survey” (You be
Frank and we’ll be Earnest). The draft he submitted covered [1] rehearsals, [2] shows, [3] sing-outs
and [4] our patrons. Reaction by the Board to Charlie’s proposal was very positive, the thinking being
that the survey should be expanded.

Andy Ferreira noted that we had already spent $483 of our $500 coaching budget. Bruce Hanson
will prepare a written budget revision request for approval at the July meeting.

Work continues on move to new storage facility. Memorabilia have been reduced to five boxes which
will be brought to the LDS church for review by interested Chapter members on a Saturday morning.
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By Chris Papa

une 11 was a damp, gray, day which
most of the Idles overcame to perform
at Regal Pointe Senior Citizen Care
Center in Middletown. Inside, the
atmosphere was anything but gloomy.
A whole bunch of very lively residents
were on hand to welcome the chorus.
General Jim , as is his current custom,
showed up dressed to demonstrate that the rest of
the troops were out of uniform. (See photo. right)
Tom Cameron , master of ceremonies, seemed to
hit all the right buttons and encouraged a very
merry banter with the audience. It started off on
the right foot with him explaining that the Matinee
Idles were American ldol grown up; at which point
a very spirited lady called out that, “You look
much better!” What could you say to that? The

Classy SeniorsHerb Van Note, Russ
Monaghan, Phil Wilerotter andTom Cameron,
were inspired to sing "Minnie the Mermaid" by
the Point Pleasan Canal in the background.

rest of the performance was similarly peppered
with all sorts of spontaneous fun. As it was
obvious that the audience were truly enjoying

Herb Van Note, Ed Smith, Jon GreeneandJim
Young, theBayshore Fouradded to the musical mix.

themselves, so were the chorus members. It
made for a very
gratifying and

memorable
afternoon.
Thanks to the
good efforts of

George Shea, the
Idles had their first

gig at Point
Pleasant’'s
Claremont Center,
where George
helps out
delivering

Communion every

week. A very nice original art sign greeted the
grand turnout of all the chorus’ members, who then
performed to an appreciative audience in a large
sunny room which overlooked the scenic Point
Pleasant Canal. It was a splendid start to what is
hoped will be a continuing relationship. &

What this country needs are more unemployed politicians.

-Edward Langley, Artist (1928 - 1995
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By Bruce Hanson

ith a return to a Tuesday schedule, plus a
vigorous marketing campaign, a huge turn out of
well over 100 enthusiastic barbershop singers—
more than we’ve seen in many years, were at the
49" Ben's Bash. The Westfield hall, significantly
smaller than the previous venue, the Clark VFW,
had to be substantially re-arranged to handle the
crowd. Tables were dispensed with altogether,
and chairs were arranged auditorium style. This
enabled everyone to find a seat, but made
schmoozing more difficult and *“table hopping”
impossible. On the other hand, the auditorium
style seating provided a better stage for the six
choruses and 18 quartets to strut their stuff.

Red Bank was well represented, with 21 members
in attendance. Two chapter quartets, K-BAM and
Boys Night Out were also present and accounted
for, both singing their “go to” songs. The chorus,
fresh from Harmony College, sang the “extended
version” of “Can You Feel the Love Tonight,” and
a swinging rendition of “Sentimental Journey”

which showcased our new Associate Director,
Craig Page. This was another step in Craig’s
“‘coming out,” and was preceded by a glowing
introduction from Director Tom DeBruin .

Other highlights of the evening included a clever
and complex performance of “I've Got Rhythm” by
the Princeton Garden Statesmen, directed by the
ever energetic Ritchie Lavene . The 2009 Atlantic
Division 4 place quartet, Hepcat Social Club, and
Atlantic Division Champions, Hudson Chronicles,
were both in fine voice, and a ten member
contingent from the youthful Voices of Gotham
chorus were oh, so sweet.

Arguably the most poignant moment of the
evening was the brief performance by a three
generation quartet, consisting of granddad Chuck
Thomas, son Dave Thomas, and Dave’s nine and
ten year old sons. Keep the whole world singing,
indeed.

Doug Brown of the
Jerseyaires deserves
special recognition for
re-energizing this
valued tradition. The
Bash is back!J?

Left: Craig Pagedirects the
Red Bank delegation in
"Sentimental Journey"

Right: Three generations of
Thomasesshow their stuff.

Left: On June 2 , 2009.ee Roth, M-AD vice

president for marketing

& public relations, paid a

surprise visit to our chapter meeting to preseotito
editor, Chris Papa, a plaque for the selection of this
publication as the Most Improved Bulletin for 2008.

Right: Also on June 2Herb Van Note and Nik
Vickers-Hymowitz (now our newest member) joined
together to sing tenor in an improptu octet. Itkwo
like Herb grined while Nik did the singing.
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